
 

 

 

Theft Policy for use at the  
Melbourne Wholesale Fruit, Vegetable and Flower Market 

 
1. Purpose 
 

The purpose of this document is to guide the Melbourne Market Authority’s (MMA) possible 
actions where an allegation of theft has been made or charges have been laid for theft within 
the Melbourne Fruit, Vegetable and Flower Market (the Market). 
 
2. Scope 
 
This policy and procedure relates to Market users only.   

 
3. Framework 

Individuals suspected of theft must be reported to the police by the alleged victim.  The MMA 

has no legal jurisdiction to report or investigate allegations of theft. 

Below is framework which will guide the MMA’s exercise of discretion in relation to 

suspension of access cards for theft offences which occur on Market land: 

Situation 
 

Outcome 

Formal charges laid 
 

MMA to consider immediate suspension of 
access card.  MMA may consider 
probationary measures if alleged offender 
wishes to retain access. (*Note 1) 
 

Formal charges withdrawn or dismissed by a 
Court  
 

MMA to reactivate access card if suspended 
or lift probation conditions if imposed. 

First offence :  Formal charges proven in 
Court  

MMA to notify the individual that they may 
not re-apply for an access card for 6 months 
or until custodial sentence has been served 
(*Note 2) 
 

Second offence :  Formal charges proven in 
Court  

MMA to notify the individual that they may 
not re-apply for an access card for 12 
months or until custodial sentence has been 
served (*Note 2) 
 

Third offence :  Formal charges proven in 
Court  

MMA to notify the individual that they may 
not re-apply for an access card (“life ban”) 
 

 

Note 1 : If an individual is charged and wishes to retain access, the MMA will consider 

probationary conditions to permit this.  For example, the individual may undertake to remain 

a specified distance from the alleged victim or refrain from undertaking activities which were 

involved in the alleged theft. 

Note 2 : The 6 and 12 month periods for first and second offences will commence from the 

date that the individual is formally found to be guilty by a Court.  Any period between the 



 

 

date charges are laid and presentment in Court will not be taken into account when 

calculating the 6 and 12 month periods. 

If an individual has had their access card suspended and wishes to re-apply after the period 

of suspension, they must make a submission to the MMA seeking to have it reinstated.  

Submissions must be in writing to the Chief Executive Officer and address (as a minimum) 

the following matters: 

 An undertaking to refrain from engaging in criminal behaviour  while on Market land; 

 A demonstrated willingness to participate in Theft Taskforce initiatives to reduce theft 

in the Market; and 

 Proposed changes in behaviour which will remove the opportunity for re-offence (for 

example, if a forklift was involved in the theft, the individual might undertake to refrain 

from driving a forklift during any probation period (see below). 

Supporting material from co-workers or employers will also be accepted. 

If the MMA exercises its discretion to reinstate the individual’s access cards, it will do so on 

the condition that the undertakings and commitments outlined in the individual’s submissions 

are adhered to.  Note that if an individual is charged with a theft offence during a probation 

period and that charge is subsequently proven in Court, the MMA retains the discretion to 

suspend their access card and notify the individual that they may not re-apply for access (ie: 

it may impose a “life ban”). 
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